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a long and expensive road to recovery. 
This legislation seeks to shorten that 
distance for those businesses as well. 

FEMA estimates that nearly 40 per-
cent of small businesses never reopen 
after a disaster. Therefore, developing 
strategies to drive private capital to a 
community’s small business is one of 
the most efficient uses of private sec-
tor capital and one of the most effec-
tive ways we in the Federal Govern-
ment can help an area recover. 

Nearly 4 months after Hurricane 
Maria, the Puerto Rican economy is at 
a near standstill and thousands of the 
island’s small businesses are teetering 
towards insolvency. The businesses in 
southeast Texas, Florida, the Virgin Is-
lands, and California face tough situa-
tions as well, and we must do all that 
we can to help them recover. 

Mr. Speaker, I again want to thank 
Chairman HENSARLING and Ranking 
Member WATERS for working with me 
on this important legislation, which 
passed our committee earlier this 
month on a wide bipartisan basis, 57–0. 
I also want to thank Representatives 
GREEN, SINEMA, and PLASKETT for co-
sponsoring this legislation with me. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to vote 
‘‘yes’’ and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RUTHERFORD). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 4792. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
MARSHALL COUNTY HIGH 
SCHOOL SHOOTING VICTIMS 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, last Tues-
day, January 23, at 7:57 a.m., shots 
erupted through the commons area of 
Marshall County High School in Ben-
ton, Kentucky, taking the lives of two 
students and wounding many others. 

The school is the cornerstone of life 
and activity, and the incomprehensible 
events of last week have shaken the 
community to its core. In the after-
math of the devastation, a vast net-
work of spirited, compassionate stu-
dents and alumni have united to sup-
port and further strengthen the tight- 
knit, resilient community of Marshall 
County. 

As students and faculty attempt to 
return to some semblance of normalcy 
this week, I am joined by my col-
leagues from the Kentucky delegation 
to express our gratitude for the edu-
cators and first responders who acted 
bravely and efficiently. 

We pray for the survivors who are 
continuing to recover from their inju-
ries, and we remember Preston Cope 
and Bailey Holt, whose young lives 
were cut tragically short, as well as 
their families and friends left behind. 

Mr. Speaker, please rise and join me 
in a moment of silence to honor Pres-
ton and Bailey. 

f 

PROTECT THE INDEPENDENCE 
AND INTEGRITY OF SPECIAL 
COUNSEL MUELLER’S INVES-
TIGATION 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, since before his inauguration last 
year, President Trump, his administra-
tion, and its allies have tested the 
independence and credibility of the 
FBI. 

Since the appointment of Special 
Counsel Mueller, we have seen these ef-
forts grow into an apparent attempt to 
stymie Special Counsel Mueller’s in-
vestigation and protect the administra-
tion from potentially being held ac-
countable. 

We have seen several pressure tactics 
employed from the firing of former FBI 
Director Comey, the ongoing investiga-
tion into the FBI’s investigation of Hil-
lary Clinton’s emails, and most re-
cently, reports of the President’s at-
tempt to fire Special Counsel Mueller 
himself. 

This is a clear sign that Congress 
must act to protect the independence 
and integrity of the special counsel’s 
investigation. I urge my colleagues 
from both sides of the aisle to come to-
gether in protecting the special counsel 
from baseless termination and ensuring 
that his investigation can follow the 
facts wherever they may lead. 

f 

CELEBRATING 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SOUTH FLORIDA RED 
CROSS 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise tonight to celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of the Red Cross South Flor-
ida. 

The Red Cross opened its first south 
Florida chapter in 1918 in order to meet 
the demands of World War I. In the 
century since, its wonderful volunteers 
and trained personnel have valiantly 
responded to our most critical needs 
during national disasters and other ca-
tastrophes. 

While this organization has signifi-
cantly grown and expanded into five 
chapters, it still has remained true to 
its core mission, which is to be a vital 
source of relief for disaster victims 
while helping to prevent, to prepare 
for, and to respond to emergencies 
across 13 counties. 

Mr. Speaker, by caring for the most 
vulnerable members of our society, the 
local Red Cross chapter has become a 
cornerstone of our south Florida com-
munity. So today I would like to con-
gratulate all of the staff and the volun-
teers of the South Florida Red Cross 
for a century of dedication of service 
and of excellence. 

Thank you for serving as stewards of 
the Red Cross legacy and for con-
tinuing to provide compassionate care 
to all who need it. 

Congratulations to all. 
f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JAMES ‘‘JIM’’ CARNEY 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor James ‘‘Jim’’ Carney 
for his selfless service to residents of 
the 10th District as a firefighter in our 
communities for more than 2 decades. 

Sadly, Jim passed away last month 
after a heroic 31⁄2-year battle with can-
cer. Jim was a native of the 10th Dis-
trict, born in Waukegan, grew up in 
Wadsworth, and attended Warren 
Township High School. 

After studying at Columbia Southern 
University, Jim returned home to serve 
as an on-call member of the Newport 
Township Fire Protection District in 
Wadsworth and received his paramedic 
license. Later, in 2000, he joined the 
Lincolnshire-Riverwoods Fire Protec-
tion District and eventually earned the 
rank of lieutenant. 

Jim was both respected and beloved 
by his fellow firefighters. They remem-
ber him for his calm under pressure 
and for the welcome he extended to the 
new members of the department. 

‘‘Jim was the kindest person you 
could ever meet, and he showed every-
one respect,’’ recalled his close friend 
and colleague, Steve Shetsky, in the 
Lincolnshire Review. 

Jim’s memory is one of willingness 
to put his own life in danger to save 
those of his neighbors, and our commu-
nities are incredibly grateful for his 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my most sincere 
condolences to Jim’s wife, Janelle; to 
his children, Peyton and Brett; and to 
many family, friends, and colleagues 
who mourn his loss. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHNNY 
NELSON 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
God called home a true icon of Katy, 
Texas: Johnny Nelson. 

Katy was a little rice farming town 
when I moved there in 1972, to south-
east Texas. It was forever changed by 
Johnny. He served as our mayor from 
1983 to 1987, and as our senior adminis-
trator from 1994 to 2014. Those were 
glorious years for Katy, Texas. 
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